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jR.omanianus, who had, we gather, remained in an eclectic  frame of mind,   favouring  Christianity, 3r*latomsm, and Manicheeism.   I have already told of the  denial of miracles which  he  afterwards explained away.1   Another section which gave him some uneasiness in after years was that in which tie meets the Manichean difficulty about moral evil.   The Manichees explained it with their usual facility; there was a bad soul as well as a good soul in man.    Against this Augustine urges that moral evil is wholly traceable to man's free will. In later years the Pelagians searched these early Works  of Augustine's  to  good  purpose.     The finest part of the work, however, is that in which He  contrasts   Platonism   and   Christianity,   very much in the  spirit in which  Mr.  Kingsley has contrasted them in our days.    He is still full of admiration for the Platonist religion (into which, I  must   admit,  he  reads  a  certain  quantity  of Christianity), but he insists on the powerlessness of Plato and Socrates to touch the masses.    With them religion was necessarily an aristocratic concern.    Christianity has spread the finest elements of Platonism in  every grade of society.    Also,
1 In the same treatise he rejects all cultus of saints or martyrs:— Non sit nobis religio cultus hominum mortuorum.iracles until years afterwards.
